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Abstract

A Retrospect and Prospect of Kosin's Practical Theology

for the Past Seventy Years

Im, Younghyo & Chae, Kyounglak
(Prof, & Assistant Prof, of Practical Theology in Kosin University)

The last 70 years of Kosin’s practical theology can be
summarized into two key words - external extension and
subdivision. Until the 1950s there was little theoretical discussion
on practical theology. Practical theology is thought to have started
with the pastoral practice of respected pastors such as
Han-Sangdong and Ju-Namseon. In 1949 began the publication
of Pasuggun(which means watchman) magazine, which opened
up practical theology through print, especially through sermons.
Sermons were mostly three-point in format; content included
various messages from gospel proclamation to the life of a disciple
to social issues.

In the 1960s the sermon outlines of many pastors were provided
through Pasuggun. Sermon outlines included the text, title, and
short summary of the sermon. At a time when material for sermon

preparation was hard to come across, these outlines proved an




actual help to those pastors on the field. Writings regarding
theoretical homiletics began appearing in the 1970s; Yang-Sungdal
introduced the practical theology discussions of the Western
world. In the 1980s, redemptive-historical preaching became
the main point of discussion. Go-Jesu(N. H. Gootjes from the
Netherlands) criticized man-centered exemplary preaching and
advocated God-centered redemptive-historical preaching.

In the 1990s Heo-Sungil led the discussion on the church
offices. At this time many articles regarding liturgics were written,
mainly by Han-Jinhwan, who made practical suggestion on the
communion and baptism with theological examination. In the
2000s many pastoral issues on the field asked for theological
examination. Disciple-making and House-church were among
these. The opinions on disciple-making were mostly positive,
while many expressed concerns for the house church issues.
Regarding more essential issue, Kim-Sunseong suggests the
so-called Kosin spirituality, which he names martyr spirituality,
as the answer to current crisis of Korean church.

Recently our practical theology’s extension enlarges to church
growth, leadership, and counseling. Ha-Jeseong is incorporating
counseling theories and techniques into areas of preaching as
well as pastoral counseling. While practical theology focused
mainly on a pastor’s actions and functions, he also took notice
of the recovery of exhausted pastors. Im-Younghyo produced
many writings on church education and missiology as well as
church growth and leadership. At the core of his principles is
practical theology based on the Bible; in it he finds not only



the theoretical foundations but also detailed practice.

Looking back on the past implies both introspection and seeking
a way forward. We propose two things. Firstly, strong ties to
all parts of theology. Theory off the field, theology lacking
application cannot be called whole. It cannot even be called
proper or right. So practical theology commands a strong
connection to all other parts of theology. Practical theology must
aim to be a passageway through which the research of all parts
of theology can be applied on the field. Thus it must pursue
inter-disciplinary/multi-disciplinary study among all parts of
theology, and so a wholistic study.

Secondly, the deepening of Bible-centered study. Practical
theology aims for application on the field, but its foundations
still lie on the word of God. Too much emphasis on field practice
can lead to a weakening of the centrality of the Word. Future
orientation should not be toward subjective study based on finding
the principles of ministry from experience and emotion, but
instead a Bible-centered study which finds all principles and

methods of ministry from the eternal revelation of God.

Key Words | Practical theology, text and context,
Bible-centered study, redemptive-historical
preaching
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Abstract

Compared to Kosin which celebrates its 70th anniversary this year,

Kosin Mission has 60 years of history. Strictly saying as this paper mentions

U3 A A

Q0 i} o
ST m=

2]

=

u

= ojmjol e} A}

3}
al



the origin of Kosin Mission as an academic discipline it goes back to
early 90s. Kosin Missiology can be divided to 3 eras: The Awakening
of Kosin Missiology (1990s), The Establishment of Kosin Missiology
(2000s), and Modern Times of Kosin Missiology (2010s). During the
90s the definition of reformed missiology, and mission training were
core themes. During the 2000s relationship between church and mission
was distinct topic and during 2010s multi-culture and Islam was dominant
subject. It is predicted that the current trend will be continued in near
future of missiology. In order for Kosin Missiology to experience bright
future it has to adhere the tradition of the Reformed faith, should be
able to embrace diverse phenomenon (including different cultures), and

the academic discipline must be beneficial for mission fields.



